A finger food biography of Padre Pio in bits and pieces (bocconcini). 


Birth and childhood in Pietrelcina (1887-1902) 


The oldest picture known of Francesco Forgione, who will become Padre 
Pio. 


Padre Pio was born on May 27, 1887 in Pietrelcina, Province of Benevento, 
Region Campania, in Southern Italy. 


The town of Pietrelcina is located on a hill called "La Morgia”. 


The dwelling was located in Vico Storto Valle, 27, later renumbered 32, 
and consisted of one room. 


Like in most houses at the time: No plumbing. No bathroom. No running 
water. No shower. No stove. No electricity. 
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Next door, at Vico Storto Valle 28, there were 2 rented rooms, used as 
kitchen and bedroom. 


His parents were Grazio Mario Forgione (1860-1946) and Maria Giuseppa 
de Nunzio Forgione (1859-1929). Both illiterate. 
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They had 7 children. The first born was Michele. Then Francesco who died 
after 19 days, and Amalia who died at 20 months. 


When Francesco, the future Padre Pio was born, he was given the name 
of the older dead brother Francesco. 


He had also three younger sisters, Felicita, Pellegrina, and Grazia (who 
was later to become a Bridgettine nun). 


He was baptized in the nearby Santa Anna's Church on May 26, 1887 the 
day after his birth. 


Baptismal font were Francesco Forgione (future Padre Pio) was baptized. 


At about the age of five Francesco began having continuous ecstasies and 
apparitions. 


Later he reports under obedience: "I believed that these things 
happened to everybody". 


At the same time frightening diabolic apparitions began, and continued for 
many years. 


At age five decided to consecrate himself to God. 


"Since my tender age | felt the call to religious life". 


"Mom, my companions do bad things and offend J esus." 


"| don't want to play with the other kids because they curse". 


"| felt like not playing with the other kids on the parvis, and sat in a pew 
in the church, 


and J esus from the tabernacle called me to the altar and put his hand on 
my head". 


Fra Modestino's mother Anna Fucci was the same age of Padre Pio and 
lived few yards away. 


She reported that he refused to play with other kids, avoided to graze the 
sheep when she was around, 


was always with a Rosary in his hands, and everybody called him “lu 
santariello nuostro" ‘our little saint’ . 


At age six he was sent to graze sheep with an older boy Ubaldo 
Vecchiarino called Baldino. 


Baldino reported that Francesco often was kneeling in intense prayer and 
he had to tell him: 


"When you pray, it seems like you die, that you don't are anymore on this 
earth". 


They also went to school together in the evening, to the home of Cosimo 
Scocca, and 


"He was the only one to answer the teacher questions". 


Another shepherd boy, Luigi Orlando, remembers him as a boy of few 
words, frequently reciting the Rosary. 


To his mom who saw him at age 8 beating himself with a chain "I must do 
like the roman soldiers beat Jesus and made his shoulders bleed." 


Father Giuseppe Orlando reported that Francesco, despite the objections 
of his mother, would sleep on the floor using a stone as pillow. 


Father Agostino: 'l could swear that Padre Pio has kept his virginity, and 
never committed a venial sin against the angelic virtue.’ 


Padre Pio's first teacher was Cosimo Scocca, a farmer who had a fifth 
grade education. 


His first grade teacher Mandato Saginato reports that Francesco used to 
fill the exercise book with drawings of the Cross. 


Starting September 1898, age 11, begun private lessons with don 
Domenico Tizzani, "per cinque lire al mese." 


The tuition of five lire per month was quite a bit in those times. 


After few months with don Tizzani, he changed teacher and went to study 
with another teacher, Angelo Caccavo. 


With him Francesco got the elementary diploma. 


A notebook with 30 themes devoleped by Padre Pio when he studied with 
Caccavo is still preserved to this days. 


"| was an unsalted piece of macaroni." 


"In my home you hardly found a penny, but we never missed anything". 


To make money to pay for Francesco's studies Grazio Forgione went to 
work in New York from 1898 to 1903. 


He also went to work in Argentina from 1910 to 1917. 


"My father crossed the ocean twice to give me the possibility to become a 
friar." 


Padre Pio received the First Communion and was Confirmed on 27 
September 1899, at age 12. 


Padre Pio stated in writing his desire to become a Capuchin priest for the 
first time in a letter to his father in USA on October 5, 1901, at age 14. 


Three visions in few days, between the end of December1902, and 
January 5 1903 defined his life. 


First vision, end of December 1902, while meditating about his leaving for 
the novitiate: 


He saw a great multitude divided in two camps, one shining, the other 
dark. A gigantic monster headed the dark camp. 


A majestic man of rare beauty heading the other ordered Francesco to 
fight the monster. He did and won. 


"The monster you have defeated is the devil and you will fight this enemy 
for the rest of you life." 


Second vision, January 1, 1903, after receiving the Communion: He was 
suddenly enveloped by an interior light, 


and he understood that by entering the service of the Lord he was 
exposing himself to the unending fight with the devil. 


Third vision January 5, 1903, during the night: 


Jesus and Mary came and encouraged him to go on with his plan to enter 
religious life. 


Padre Pio left his home on January 6, 1903, to become a Capuchin friar. 


"| want to be a friar with a beard, like brother Camillo." 


Novitiate and studies to be ordained priest (1903-1910) 
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January 6, 1903, Francesco left home for Morcone (30 Km from 
Pietrelcina) to begin the novitiate in the Capuchin Order. 


His mom gave him a Rosary (still preserved) and said; "My son, Saint 
Francis has called you, and you must go". 


"My last night at home Jesus and his mother came to assure me of their 
predilection". 


The convent in Morcone, and the cell of brother Pio. 


January 22, 1903, at age 15, he took tha Capuchin habit and changed his 
name from Francesco Forgione to Pio. 


"Where better | could serve you, o Lord, if not under the banner of the 
poverello di Assisi." 


On January 2, 1904 he pronounced the wows of charity, poverty and 
obedience. 


"|, brother Pio from Pietralcina, ask and promise to God the 
Omnipotent, and to the blessed Virgin Mary, 


and saint Francis, and all the Saints, and to you o father, to 
observe in all my life the Rules of the Minor Friars, 


confirmed by pope Onorio, living in obedience, poverty, and 
chastity." 


His mom was there: "My son, now you really are a son of Saint Francis. 
May he bless you". 


On January 25, 1904, age 16, moved to S. Elia a Pianisi to study rhetoric 
and philosophy (grammar school and secondary school). 


October 1908, moves to Serracapriola (Foggia) to start studies of 
theology, continued at Montefusco (Avellino) 


August 10, 1910, age 23, Ordained priest in the Cathedral of Benevento. 


"O Jesus, may | be with you the way, the truth and life for the world”. 
"O Jesus may | be with you a perfect victim". 


1910 Padre Pio's daily resolutions: "4 hours of meditation, no less than 
five complete rosaries, 


novenas to Madonna di Pompei, St. Joseph, St. Michael, St. Anthony, St. 
Francis, Sacred Heart, St. Rita, St. Theresa". 


From 1910 to 1916 Padre Pio spent most of his time in poor health at 
home in Pietrelcina. 


In a letter to Padre Agostino on December 3, 1912: "I'm giving you the 
good news that the 27th of last month 


my father and my brother came back from America. They are in good 
health." 


Padre Pio's health was not good. On October 1911, after a physical 
examination by dr. Antonio Cardarelli in Naples, he was sent for 
convalescence to Venafro. 


According to the diagnosis of the celebrated physician, the young friar's 
days were numbered, and he couldn't travel long distances, 


which is why he was sent to Venafro, location of the closest convent. 


During the month and a half stay in that convent, the community noticed 
the first supernatural phenomena: 


divine ecstasies lasting up to one hour, and diabolic apparitions lasting a 
few minutes. 


In Venafro, from Fr. Agostino's diary: 'Starting in November 1911, | was 
present with Fr. Evangelista, the superior of the monastery, 


for a considerable number of ecstasies, and many instances of demonic 
oppression." 


"Satan would appear as a nude woman dancing lewdly, as is Spiritual 
father, as his superior, pope Pius X, his guardian angel, St. Francis, 


the Virgin Mary, and also as the horrible self, with an army of demonic 
Spirits. 


At times there were no apparitions but he was beaten until he bled, 
tormented with deafening noises, covered with spit. 


He was able to free himself from the torments by calling on the name of 
Jesus." 


Padre Pio always distinguished the devil's apparitions from the heavenly 
visions by asking: 


"Say Long live Jesus." (Ripeti 'Viva Gesu’). If it was the devil, he would 
disappear. 


Military service in Naples (1915-18) 


Padre Pio dressed in military uniform. 
November 6, 1915 Padre Pio was drafted, at age 28. 


December 6, 1915 recruit #12094, assigned to the 10th Company of 
Health in Naples 


December 17, 1915 medical consultation diagnoses ‘pulmonary 
infiltration’, and grants 1 year of convalescent leave. 


Starting February 17,1916 he spent most of the convalescence in the 
convent of St. Ann Foggia, in search of a more suitable place for his frail 
health. 


But even there he continued to feel sick: vomiting, sudden sweats, 
dizziness, and a very high fever. 


At night, terrifying noises came from his room. They ended with a boom 
that would shake the walls and terrorize the other friars. 


He told father Benedetto that it was the devil who, unable to win, 
exploded in fits of rage. 


He stayed in Foggia until September 4, 1916. 


September 4, 1916 Padre Pio moves to the convent of San Giovanni 
Rotondo 


December 18, 1916 returns to the Military hospital. 


December 30, 1916, new medical consultation. Granted 6 months of 
convalescent leave. 


September 4, 1917, started training in the Military Hospital of Naples. 
November 5, 1917, granted 6 months of convalescent leave. 
March 6, 1918. Back in the military hospital. 


March 16, 1918 discharged for medical reason for "double 
bronchoalveolitis." 


The world of Padre Pio. 
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High "mystical" fevers 


Padre Pio had long bouts of high fevers, followed by normal temperatures. 


Padre Pio himself described the experience as a "moral, rather than a 
physical, illness" 


and said it was like he was "in a furnace, still always conscious". 


A brother attested that "even under the strain of this fever, Padre Pio is 
not knocked down, but gets up, moves about, and can do everything." 


The body temperature was taken by mercury thermometer, today no 
longer in common use. 


Normal body temperature is 98.2°F (or 36.8°C). A temperature at or 
above about 104 °F (40 °C) requires treatment. 


On December 1915 at the Trinity Military Hospital in Naples, during a 
routine physical, Padre Pio's temperature was taken by dr. Giuseppe 
Grieco, 


lieutenant medical doctor in the Italian Army, with a armpit mercury 
thermometer. In less than one minute the thermometer cracked, 


having gone over the maximum temperature of 42C (107.6). Three other 
thermometers cracked the same way. Dr. Grieco called in a colleague dr. 
Francesco Melle. 


They decided to try with a bath thermometer, removed from the casing 
that could read up to 80C (176F). The thermometer read 48C (118.4). 


They couldn't believe it, so they tried with a laboratory precision 
thermometer. This time the temperature was 49C (120.2). 


They decided to inform the captain prof. dr. Felice D'Onofrio, 
chief of medical services. He came in, measured again, and the 
reading was 49C. 


"This is a mistery. This is impossible. | can't believe my eyes. He 
should be in agony. This man is either a saint or a devil." 


He prescribed quinine and went to see him in the morning. He 
took again the temperature and was 36.7C (98.06). 


"| don't understand anything. Let's send him home to die in 
peace." He gave him a year of medical leave. 


Dr. Giorgio Festa in 1920 took Padre Pio's temperature as part of his 
investigation. The reading was 48.5C 


In 1921 Father Lorenzo, superior of the convent, testified under oath to 
Mons. Rossi that he was skeptical, 


and had personally witnessed and recorded Padre Pio 


with fevers of 43C (109.4F) degrees Fahrenheit, then 45C (113F) 
degrees, and finally 48C (118.4F) degrees. 


Transverberation; Stigmata Wounds; examinations; 
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San Giovanni Rotondo. Transverberation. Stigmata (Wounds) 


On September 4, 1916 Padre Pio went for a supposedly brief stay to the 
convent of San Giovanni Rotondo. 


The climate appeared to be beneficial to him, and instead of a few weeks, 
he stayed there for 52 years, until his death. 


There were no paved roads when Padre Pio moved to San Giovanni 
Rotondo. 


Same picture colorized, in better resolution. 


Padre Pio was assigned the cell #5. 
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Cell #5 preserved. 


Cell #5 inside. 


Padre Pio's sandals. 
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Spiritual children 


Raffaelina Cerase from Foggia. In 1914 started exchange of numerous 
letters with Padre Pio for spiritual direction. 


In 1915 she became gravely ill and asked if Padre Pio could come to 
Foggia to confess her. 


At that time Padre Pio was at home in Pietrelcina in convalescent leave. 


He was solicited to come to Foggia by father Agostino and father 
Benedetto. 


He was in Foggia on February 17, 1916 and stayed at the capuchin 
convent of St. Ann. 


Raffaelina Cerase was visited daily by Padre Pio from February 17, 1916, 
until the day of her death on March 25, 1916. 


Giuseppina Morgera, from Casamicciola (Naples), met Padre Pio in 1915 
while he was in Naples for the military service. 


Excanged numerous letters with Padre Pio. "She doesn't walk, but flies on 
the road of divine love." 


Antonietta Vona was introduced to Padre Pio by Giuseppina Morgera in 
1917 while he was in Naples for military service. 


Exchanges letters with him for spiritual guidance. 


1916: First group of spiritual daughters in San Giovanni Rotondo 


Rachelina Russo and her niece Rachelina Gisolfi who had met him earlier 
in the year 1916 in Foggia, 


asked Padre Pio to meet with some devout souls of the town of San 
Giovanni Rotondo. 


At first he rejected the idea, than after much insistence, he agreed. 


Nina Campanile in her diary 'Memories of Padre Pio' (Memorie sul Padre 
Pio) described: In 1916 'The first group of souls 


around Padre Pio from the first moment he came to the convent were: 
Rachelina Russo and her nieces, 


the sisters Vittorina, Elena, and Filomena Ventrella, the sisters Giovanna 
Lucia Fiorentino, 


Maria Ricciardi, sister of father Ambrogio, Maddalena Cascavilla. 


‘On October 5, 1916, after Padre Pio had returned definitely in 
September, the group was joined by me Nina Campanile 


and my sister Lucietta. Few month later joined the sisters Maria 
Antonietta Pompilio and Filomena Fini.’ 


The group used to meet in the guest area of the convent every Thursday 
and Sunday. 


Nina Campanile in her diary: ' He explained that the principal means of 
Christian perfection are: the choice of a saint and learned director, 


frequentation of sacraments, meditation, spiritual readings.’ 'He used to 
say: 'the sacred argumentations need always to be 


sustained by sacred examples.' 'He wanted that we meditate twice a day, 
morning and evening.’ 


'He insisted a lot on daily meditation "Even with the face on the ground, 
like Jesus did in Gethsemane." 


"It is important to meditate, even if there is no emotion involved." 


In 1916 Antonietta Pompilo asked Padre Pio how to meditate. He started 
talking about the agony in the Gethsemane, an than he went in ecstasy. 


For about an hour he stayed with the eyes closed, without moving. Than 
he returned normal and said: "God be blessed. Let's continue." 


Assunta Di Tomaso from Casacalenda (Campobasso), Became spiritual 
child of Padre Pio on September 24,1916, and received several 


letters from Padre Pio for spiritual direction. After the death of her parents 
moved to San Giovanni Rotondo. 


Margherita Tresca started spiritual direction with Padre Pio on December 
20, 1917. Received letters for 4 years. 


Cleonice Morcaldi. Met Padre Pio in 1920. Got revealing answers through 
verbal contacts and 


exchanges of short notes about the supernatural mystical aspect of Padre 
Pio. 


Mary Pyle 


Mary Pyle born 1888 in Morristown, NJ, died April 26, 1968. Assistant and 
interpreter to Maria Montessori, traveled extensively with her. 


Met Padre Pio on October 4, 1923, Padre Pio: "My daughter, do not travel 
anymore. Stay here." 


Built a house near the convent. Opened the letters: He knew the contents 
of each letter before it was opened.’ 


Generous with the pilgrims, the poor, and the friars, she financed the 
church of the Holy Family, a convent and a seminary for the Capuchin 
students 


in Pietrelcina, became a member of the Third Order of Saint Francis, went 
daily to Padre Pio's Mass, daily Communion, weekly confession. 


She took care in her home of the aging Padre Pio's parents until they 
died. 


Mary Pyle with Padre Pio's father and sister. 


Below, with Padre Pio's father and his relatives 
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Mary Pyle is the only spiritual child of Padre Pio featured in the mosaics of 
the Crypt. 


She, with Our Lady of Grace, greets Padre Pio at the entrance to Paradise. 


Lh bie P. 
aa 4ray Py 
UP Se 


WALES fared 
| Situ 


‘i 


| . m 
eR iT | re) 


Pee vny 
SHSHAN Mo Re eke ew ow Mae 


SHOP Haid heen e Wee om 
SAW Oe oes ere om 
eT eee a 
dahdel CLT Te 


ee EOP TG Dare was - 


% f $ 


| will take my place at the gate to 


"| have made a pact with the Lord: 


paradise, 


but | shall not enter until | have seen the last of my spiritual children 


enter." 


Padre Pio conversing with Mary Pyle, his spiritual daughter 


se 


Padre Pio meeting with spiritual daughters 


"| accept you as spiritual child; and don't make me lose face." 


Padre Pio with Carlo Campanini 


I see all my children who come to the altar, as if in a mirror. 


"When the Lord entrusts a soul to me, | place it on my shoulder 
and never let it go." 


| love my Spiritual Children as much as my own soul and even more. 


"I'll wait at the door of Paradise: | will enter only 


when I've seen the last of my children enter." 


"Once | take a soul on, | alSo take on their entire family 


as my Spiritual children." 


"If one of my spiritual children ever goes astray, 


| shall leave my flock and seek him out." 


Tenor Beniamino Gigli sings "Mamma" for Padre Pio 


"I tell Mary: Here are the children of your Son." 


Vittorina Ventrella had a vision one night of a dazzling Padre Pio in 
heaven, with innumerable rays of light emanating from him. 


The rays were formed by myriads of white and red roses. The morning 
after went to Padre Pio for an explanation. 


"Oh! you came to ask me about what you saw last night. The rays are the 
prayer groups; 


the white roses are the souls who live in grace; 


the red rosed are the souls who carry the cross with me." 


Interpreted as if after his death, all those who entered the prayer groups 
would become his spiritual children. 


"Woe to those who lay a hand on my Spiritual children." 


"To my Spiritual Children: my prayers for you will never be lacking" 


Some Spiritual sons of Padre Pio 


Giacomo Gaglione. Met Padre Pio in 1919. Paralized for more than fifty 
years. Padre Pio said of him: "With Jesus on the Cross, with Jesus in 
Paradise." 


Dr. Giorgio Festa. Investigated Padre Pio in 1919 and 1920. "This is an 
extraordinary phenomenon that science can't explain." 


Morcaldi Francesco. Met Padre Pio in 1919. Mayor of San Giovanni 
rotondo for many years. 


Emanuele Brunatto. 1920. Lived in the convent from 1920 to 1925. 
Defended Padre Pio in writing. 


Attorney and journalist Cesare Festa. 1921. Padre Pio wrote in a letter to 
him: "Never blush of Christ and his doctrine". 


Guglielmo Sanguinetti. 1936. "You will work for me." He built the Casa 
Sollievo. 


Carlo Campanini. 1939. Actor and comedian. Daily Mass and Rosary. 


Enrico Medi. 1941. Scientist phisicist. 'Padre Pio for 27 years has guided 
my life with infinite wisdom. ' 


Angelo Battisti. 1941. Administrator of Casa Sollievo. "Work, and | will 
take care of the rest." 


Gerardo De Caro. 1943. Politician. "This is my Representative. You'd 
better keep your hands off him." 


Beniamino Gigli. 1946. Tenor opera singer. "Young man. Change your 
shirt." And those words changed his life. 


Dr. Giuseppe Sala. 1955. Personal physician of Padre Pio, and medical 
chief of Casa Sollievo. 


Ecstasy 


Padre Pio went in ecstasy many times since he was a child. The 
phenomenon has been witnessed, reported and documented. 


Here are some expressions of Padre Pio were he seems to look at 
something beyond what we are used to see. 


August 5, 1918 TRANSVERBERATION of the heart of Padre Pio. 


Transverberation is a spiritual wounding of the heart, as a reward by God 
for loving him. 


Many saints experienced it. Some few names: Teresa of Avila, Therese of 
Lisieux, Veronica Giuliani, Marguerie Marie Alacoque, Gerard Majella, 


Joseph of Cupertino, Francis de Sales, Philip Neri, Jane Francis de 
Chantal, Lutgarde, Charles of Sezze. 


Transverberation of St. Teresa of Avila 


Padre Pio about the Transverberation, reported under obedience: 


On August 5, 1918 "I was hearing the confessions of the boys, when a 
Celestial Being holding a steel sword 


with a sharp flaming point, hurled it into my soul with all his might. 


All done in a split of a second everything in my inside was lashed by fire 
and steel. 


From that moment on | feel an open wound which causes me to suffer 
continual agony." 


Padre Pio continued his regular activities with the boys at the Collegio 
Serafico until another mystical event happened few weeks later. 
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Padre Pio June 24, 1919 


On September 20, 1918 Padre Pio received the Stigmata, The Wounds, 
while praying in the choir. 


The stigmata are the bodily wounds on the hands, feet and side 
corresponding to those inflicted on J esus at the Crucifixion. 


Notable stigmatics were Francis of Assisi, Rita of Cascia, John of God, 
Gemma Galgani, Veronica Giuliani, Catherine of Siena. 


St. Francis of Assisi had the stigmata. But Saint Francis was not a priest. 
He was a deacon. 


St. Francis' side wound was on the right of the chest. Padre Pio's was on 
the left, were the heart is. 


On September 20, 1918 Padre Pio received the permanently visible 
Wounds, In San Giovanni Rotondo. 


In reality he had received the Wounds years before. 


On the afternoon of September 7, 1910, few weeks after being ordained 
priest, 


while he was praying in Piana Romana, Jesus and Mary appeared and 
gave him the wounds. 


Piana Romana is a hill 3 miles North-East of Pietrelcina were Padre Pio 
used to pray in the shade of a straw hut, built under an elm tree. 


The elm tree preserved in Piana Romana 


The small church containing the preserved elm. 


The straw hut has become a church, and the stump of the elm is 
preserved inside the church. 


There Padre Pio received the wounds. 
"Jesus has been there. All has happened there." 
The wounds disappeared but the pain never subsided. 


Padre Pio considered always September 7, 1910, the date he received the 
wound. 


Salvatore Pannullo, pastor of the Parish in Pietrelcina testified that in that 
afternoon of September 7, 1910 


Padre Pio showed him the wounds and told him: 


"Father, do me a favor. Ask Jesus to take them away. | want to suffer, to 
die from suffering, but in secret." 


They prayed together, and God answered their prayer. The wounds 
disappeared and the suffering continued. 


When Pannullo was told in 1918 that the wounds had appeared on Padre 
Pio, he replied: You see the now. | saw them in 1910." 


In a letter to fra Benedetto, his spiritual director, dated September 8, 
1910, he wrote: 


"Yesterday evening some red spots appeared in the middle of my hands 
with sharp pain." 


The Crucifix from which Padre Pio received the Stigmata, is located in the 
choir loft of the small original church. 


Padre Pio received the stigmata on September 20, 1918, while praying 
after celebrating Mass. He was 31 years old. 


Padre Pio reported under obedience: 
"Suddenly | was wrapped in a sea of blazing light. 
In that light | saw Jesus. He was very beautiful. 


From his wounds came rays of very bright white light that penetrated my 
hands, my feet, my side. 


They were like blades of fire that penetrated my skin piercing, cutting, 
breaking. 


| felt that | would die. The pain was immense." 


Over the years Padre Pio continued to pray on the same spot after 
celebrating Mass. 


Father Joseph reports: "For nine days nobody knew anything about it. 


Than, when the friar changing the linen on his bed found blood on the 
sheets, 


he told the father guardian, an Padre Pio had to confess to exactly what 
had happened." 


He used to cover the wounds with half gloves that would leave his fingers 
free. 


"You are asking if the wounds hurt. Do you think they are given for 
decoration?" 


Many medical doctor inspected the wound by order of Padre Pio's 
superiors. 


May 1, 1919 dr. Angelo Maria Merla, was the first one, by disposition of 
the Father Guardian of the convent. 


From May 15to the end of July,1919, 5 evaluations by Prof. Luigi 
Romanelli, head phisician of the Hospital in Barletta 


On July 1919 Prof. Amico Bignami, prof. of medical pathology of the 
University of Rome, 


examined the Wounds by disposition of the General administrator of the 
Capuchin Order. 


On October 28, 1919, Prof. Giorgio Festa, by disposition of the Superior 
General of the Capuchin Order. 


On July 1920 Proff. Festa and Romanelli did follow up examinations. 
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April 18, 1920. Padre Gemelli at the Convent. "Padre Pio | came for a 
clinical exam of your lesions." 


"Do you have a written authorization?" "No" "Than I'm not authorized to 
show them to you." 


Whe Padre Pio received the wounds in 1918, the Pope was Benedict XV. 


He had been elected on September 3, 1914. He died January 22, 1922. 


On July 20, 1920 prof. Giuseppe Bastianelli, the personal physician of 
pope Benedict XV 


was sent personally by him to examine the wounds of Padre Pio. 


He gave a very favorable report on the case. 


Soon afterwards pope Benedict XV sent Archbishop Kenealy who 
examined Padre Pio on March 24-27, 1920: 


‘lam deeply convinced that we have a true saint here. The Lord has given 
him great gifts, and he is completely at ease. 


If he knows how to suffer, he also knows how to laugh. ' 


Not completely satisfied, the pope sent archbishop Bonaventura Cerretti 
to examine Padre Pio. 


He too was deeply impressed, and gave the pope a very positive 
evaluation. 


1921 investigation 


Just revealed In the book 'Padre Pio Under Investigation: The Secret 
Vatican Files', by Francesco Castelli, Ignatius Press, 2011 


IN 1921, bishop of Volterra Raffaello Carlo Rossi, future cardinal, was 
sent as secret investigator by the Holy Office. 

He started on June 14, 1921, and left after eight days. Padre Pio was 34 
years old. 


‘Padre Pio is a good religious, exemplary, accomplished in the practice of 
the virtues.' 


"In conversation, Padre Pio is very pleasant; with his brothers, he is 
serene, jovial, even humorous." 


"The religious Community in which Padre Pio lives is a good Community 
and one that can be trusted." 


"The very intense and pleasant fragrance, similar to the scent of the 
violet, | have smelled it." 


"| have examined the monk's cell and could find nothing that would cause 
such a scent. There was only plain soap." 


Padre Pio told Mons. Rossi under oath: "On September 20, 1918 | saw the 
Lord. | heard this voice: 


‘'l unite you with my Passion. ' 


Once the vision disappeared, | came to, | returned to my senses, and | 
saw these signs here, 


which were dripping blood. | didn't have anything before." 


Mons Rossi: 


"The stigmata are there: We are before a real fact -- it is impossible to 
deny." 


"lam fully in favor of their authenticity, and, in fact, of their Divine 
origin." 


"The future will reveal what today cannot be read in the life of Padre Pio 
of Pietrelcina." 


Cardinal Silj visited Padre Pio several times in 1919-1921, each time 
expressing a very positive opinion. 


The Pope died J anuary 22, 1922 


All this was happening while the Spanish Fever was raging. 


During the world pandemic of the of 1918-19, called Spanish Fever, when 
millions died worldwide, and at least 300 in town, 


Padre Pio was in charge of the boys of the Seraphic College at the 
convent. He asked secretly the sister of a pharmacist in Foggia to supply 
him 


with four milligrams of carbolic acid for disinfecting syringes for 
injections, Valda pastilles, and other items. He got them. 


He must have done a very good job if no deaths were reported in the 
convent and in the College at the time. 


In many letter Padre Pio referred to Spanish fever with sentences like: 
"You won't be touched" 'She will not be affected" 


That family will be spared" "you will recover" "Stay calm, the epidemic 
will not get you", and so on. 


Padre Pio was asked under obedience to have his wounds photographed. 


"| have asked J esus to take away this signs that cause me so much 
embarassement. 


His answer: you will bear them for fifty years." 


"My wounds are not for decoration." 


Shoulder wound 


"The wound that causes me the greatest pain s the shoulder 
wound. It is painful and sweet at the same time." 


Padre Pio confided to brother Modestino Fucci, that his greatest 
pains occurred when he changed his undershirt. 


Brother Modestino was the doorkeeper at Padre Pio’s friary. On 
February 4, 1971 Modestino was assigned the task of taking an 
inventory of all the items 


in the deceased Padre’s cell. The same day he discovered that one 
of Padre Pio’s undershirts bore a circle of bloodstains in the area 
of the right shoulder. 


On that evening asked Padre Pio in prayer to enlighten him about 
the meaning of the bloodstained undershirt. 


He awakened at 1:00 AM with a terrible, excruciating pain in his 
shoulder, as if he had been sliced with a knife up to the shoulder 
bone. 


He felt that he would die from the pain if it continued, but it lasted 
only a short time. 


Then the room became filled with perfume of flowers - the sign of 
Padre Pio’s presence - 


and he heard a voice saying "Cosi ho sofferto io!" - "This is what I 
have suffered!" 


Crown of thorns 
"The crown of thorns is never taken away." 
"The thorns are around the whole head." 


"| can never take off that diadem which is the crown of thorns that God 
has put on me. | wear it day and night." 


"The head and the heart are the wound that hurt the most." 


A finger food bio of Padre Pio (bocconcini). 


1 Padre Pio child in Pietrelcina; Novice; Priest; Soldier: 


2 Padre Pio in S. Giovanni Rotondo; Transverberation; Wounds; 


3 Restrictions; Hospital; Prayer Groups; church; Confessions; Rosary; 
= 


4 Restrictions; Prayer Groups; death; Blessed, Saint; 


5 The Mass with Padre Pio; 


6 Padre Pio's own words about God, Jesus, Mary, 
life, devil, Guardian Angel, prayer, spiritual children; prodigies; 
7 The new church and the crypt were Padre Pio now rests. 
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Padre Pio about himself and the Wounds 
humour, suffering, 

God, Jesus, life, virtues, devil and temptation, 
Guardian Angel, 

prayer, pray spiritual children; prodigies. 


The new church and the crypt were Padre Pio 
now rests. 
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San Giovanni Rotondo: Restrictions. Home for the Relief of Suffering. 
Prayer Groups. Confessions. Rosary. 


1922 


Padre Pio had to deal with Sant'Uffizio several times. 


‘Sant'Uffizio' 'Holy Office’ is the name of a Papal Congregation. 


It has the tasks of maintaining and defending the integrity of the faith 
and of examining and proscribing errors and false doctrines. 


The name Sant'Uffizio was given in 1908 and lasted until 1965. 


In 1965 the name was changed to 'Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith' 
retained to the present day. 


From 1542 to 1908 the original name was 'Congregation of the holy Office 
of Inquisition’, simply known as ‘Inquisition. ' 
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The Pope Benedict XV died J anuary 22, 1922 


On February 12, 1922 a new pope Pius XI is elected. 


On June 2, 1922 Sant'Uffizio orders Padre Pio not to celebrate Mass in 
public, 


not to show to anybody the "so called" wounds, not to bless the crowds. 


On May 31, 1923. Sant'Uffizio declares that 'there is no supernaturalism 
in what happens to Padre Pio.' 


On June 8, 1923. Sant'Uffizio asks for Padre Pio to be transferred to 
another convent, in Northern Italy or abroad. 


Also orders that his Mass be celebrated in private and nobody can assist 
to it. 


Padre Pio to father guardian: "Don't you understand, my son, that | don't 
cry for myself? | will have less work and more merits." 


on 


On August 8, 1923 Padre Pio is notified of the order to be transferred in 
another convent. 


"As a devout son of the holy obedience, and for what depends on me, i 
will obey without opening mouth." 


On August 12, 1923 in a letter to Francesco Morcaldi: 


"The will of my superiors is the will of God. | only wish that my bones will 
rest in a quiet corner of this land." 


A popular revolt takes place. 


Police states that the transfer order cannot e implemented without spilling 
of blood (spargimento di sangue). 


September 2, 1923. The order of transfer is revoked 'donec aliter' (until 
new disposition is given). 


Holy Week 1924. On Holy Thursday padre Pio confesses only men from 5 


AM to 1PM without break. 


July 24 1924. Sant'Uffizio promulgates a monitum (warning) to avoid any 


contact with Padre Pio. 
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The altar were Padre Pio celebrated Mass alone in 1931-33 


May 13, 1931. A decree of Sant'Uffizio prohibits Padre Pio from 


celebrating Mass in public. 


The Mass he celebrated on Christmas day 1932 lasted 5 hours. 


He couldn't celebrate Mass during the Holy Weeks 1933. He was sick in 


bed. 


July 15 1933, the restrictions were lifted, and Padre Pio resumed Mass in 


public. 


Pope Pius XI to Mons. Cuccurullo in 1933: "You must be happy, you 


Capuchins. It is the first time that Sant'Uffizio swallows it's own decrees." 


Pope Pius XI to an archbishop: "I have not been badly disposed towards 


Padre Pio, but | have been badly informed about him." 


The crowds began to come back at the news, and thousands gathered 


every day for the Mass and the confessions: 
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A feeling of rejoicing and festivity spread through the faithful. 


During World War Il many American and Allied soldiers visited Padre Pio. 


La Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza. "The Home for the Relief of Suffering " 


"The good Lord gave me an earthly mission: the creation of a clinic for 


the poor of soul and body. 


The clinic will rise beautiful and large." 


Padre Pio had founded and inaugurated in 1925 a small "Hospital of Saint 
Francis" near the convent in San Giovanni Rotondo. 


It was humble, but satisfied "in an outstanding way the most urgent 
needs". Treatment was free for the poor. 


In 1938 an earthquake leveled the Hospital of St. Francis. 


In 1940 Padre Pio started thinking of a new hospital. 


The evening of January 9, 1940 the Home for the relief of suffering was 
born. 

A tiny committee formed by dr. Kiswarday, secretary, (who wrote the 
minutes), dr. Sanguinetti, medical tachnician, dr. Sanvico secretary, 


miss Seits, director of internal organization, Padre Pio, founder, got 
immediately into action. 


From the minutes: "It is agreed that everything undertaken must be 
subject to Padre Pio's advice." 


"Here will stand one of the largest centers for the cure of the human 
ailments." 


Padre Pio got from a pocket a small gold coin which had been given to 
him and said: 


"| want to be the first to make an offering for the Home for the Relief of 
Suffering." 


May 19, 1947 laying of the first stone, and steady work begins for the 


construction of the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza 


May 5, 1956 grand opening of the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza Home 


for the relief of Suffering. 


“when it is done well, prayer moves the divine heart, and solicits answers 


more and more" 


"Never grow weary of praying. This is essential. 


Prayer penetrates the heart of God and obtains the graces 


needed... 


Without prayer, our Home for the Relief of Suffering is somewhat 


like a plant without air and sun." 


Gruppi di Preghiera. "Prayer Groups". 


On March 13 1943 Pius XII: In the fight between good and evil we 
suggest to form groups of faithful who will fully and openly live Christian 
lives. 

Groups of people who pray together. No particular rules or new prayers; 
just a reunion at least once a month in a church, 

with the approval of the local bishop and the assistance of a priest. 
Padre Pio: "Let's roll up our sleeves and immediately answer this appeal 


sent out by the Roman Pontiff." 


The first list of officially established Prayer Groups was drawn up in 1950. 


Padre Pio formulated a precise and clear image of what the Prayer Groups 
were to be and how they were to fulfill their mission. 

The Invitation to Prayer, from the August 1950 edition of the Casa 
Sollievo della Sofferenza states: 

The Prayer Groups will live their Christian life fully and openly according 
to the wishes of His Holiness if they are first groups of the faithful who 
pray together. 


At the Second International Congress of the Prayer Groups, gathered at 


the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza on May 5, 1966, 


Padre Pio spoke to the Congress and called attention to their growth and 
work: 

"It is prayer, this united power of all good souls, that moves the world, 
that renews the consciences, 


that supports the “Casa”, that comforts the suffering, that heals the sick, 
that sanctifies labor, 


that elevates health care, that gives moral strength and Christian 
resignation to human suffering, 


that spreads the smile and blessing of God on the fainthearted and the 
weak" 


"Pray much, my children, pray always without ever growing tired...we 
entrust this work to God." 


"Praying is the pouring of our heart into the heart of God" 


The Prayer Groups are mentioned for the first time in the J une 1950 issue 


of the "Bollettino della Casa Sollievo della Ssofferenza" 


(see a random issue below) 
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Prayer Groups 


"Let us pray together" 


"Community prayer is a powerful weapon in the hands of the Church and 
the faithful." 


"If more souls unite together in prayer, they form a formidable power." 


"In the Groups, when my children unite together in prayer, Jesus will be 
in the midst of them; 


there will also be the Mother of J esus; 


| will also be present in spirit and united in prayer." 


"Pray every evening with you family; recit the rosary; once a week or a 
month gather together 


to recite the rosary, assist at Mass, listen to a sermon, receive the 
Communion, 


keep Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament company for an hour." 


July 1, 1959 Consecration of the new church Santa Maria delle Grazie 


Padre Pio celebrated mass in the church of the convent. It was small and 
crowded. 


A new church was consecrated on July 1, 1959. 


Confessions 


Padre Pio spent most of his day from 8 to 5 hearing confessions. People 
would come to him from all over the world. 


He heard the confessions in the old church, even after the new church 
was built. 


For the women there was a confessional. The men confessed in the old 
sacristy. 


"It is a tremendous responsibility to sit in the tribunal of the 
confessional." 


"God runs after the most stubborn souls. They cost him too much 
to abandon them." 


After a day of confessions: "Oh the souls! if you knew how much 
they cost!" 


"The sight of so many souls ho wish to justify their evil ways pains me, 
exhausts my brain, and tears at my heart." 


"Before reproaching a soul, | suffer it first. But it is not | who act, but He 
who is in me and above me." 


"Sin to confession to sin without repentance is a deception of conscience; 
in essence a Sacrilege." 


"Among you | am your brother, on the Altar | am your victim, in the 
confessional | am your judge." 


"Confession is the purification of the soul." 


"Confession should be made no later than every eight days." 


"Do not dwell on sins that have been already confessed. J esus has 
forgiven them." 


"Place a tombstone on the confessed sins, just as the Lord has done." 
"| want to help Jesus in the tremendous task of man's salvation". 


"The mercy of God, my son, is infinitely greater than your malice" 


"You have confessed and God forgave you. 


There is a stone over it and should never be removed." 


"Don't get discourage for the enormous debt contracted with the divine 
justice. 


Jesus belongs to everybody, but especially to the sinners." 


Sinners sent away by Padre Pio would either cry inconsolably or rebel 
angrily. 


"| suffer greatly when | have to deny absolution. 


But it is better to be reprimanded by a man on this earth than by God in 
the next world". 


"Go away. First put your life in order, and than return." 


When returned: "If you only Knew what you cost me." 
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"| refuse absolutions for certain sins, when one goes from confession to 
sin, and from sin to confession. 


That soul needs to place itself on the right road." 
"Jesus has consumed your sins with the fire of his love." 


"Jesus has forgiven your sins. The enemy will try to convince you of the 
contrary to give you discomfort and desperation." 


The past doesn't count for the lord anymore. What counts is the present, 
and the willingness to repair." 


"A good scrubbing is what you need, but you have to have 
the will to be clean. " 


Rosary 


Padre Pio used to carry a Rosary in his hands and would pray it many 
times a day. 


"Pray the rosary frequently. It costs so little, and it's worth so much!" 


"We can't live without the Rosary." 


"Say the rosary, and pray it every day." 


To father Onorato Marcucci, grabbing the Rosary that he had put few 
seconds on the nightstand: "With this, one wins the battles." 


To Lucia Merlinda: "After the Glory, say: Jesus, | love you, and | repent 
for offending You." 


About the repetitiveness of the Rosary: "Pay attention to the mysteries. 
They change at every decade." 


To Enedina Mori: "When you get tired reciting the Rosary, rest a bit, and 
then restar again." 


"The Rosary is the weapon of defense and salvation." 


"The Rosary is the weapon given us by Mary to use against against the 
tricks of the infernal enemy." 


‘Mary has recommended the Rosary at Lourdes and Fatima because of it's 
exceptional value for us and our times." 


"The rosary is the prayer of the Madonna, the one that triumphs on 
everything and everybody." 


"Always recite the rosary and recite it as often as possible." 


"Mary is present in every mystery of the rosary." 


"Satan always tries to destroy the rosary, but he will never succeed." 


"Mary has taught us the rosary just as Jesus taught us the Our Father". 


"| always pray for the sick. Every day | say a holy Rosary for them." 


To Lucietta Pennelli, one day at about noon: "Today | have already said 16 complete 
Rosaries." 


To Lucia Pennelli one morning around 7:00 AM: "How many rosaries did you say so far 
today?" 'Two". "I already said seven." 


Answering to father Michelangelo: "Today i said 32 or 33 rosaries. Maybe 
1 or 2 more." 


Answering to father Mariano: "About 30. Maybe some more, but not less." 


‘How do you do it? "What is the night for?" 


Answering a question: "Some days | say 40 Rosaries, some other days 50." 


How do | do it? How do you manage not so say any?" 


Father Marcellino testified that he had to help Padre Pio wash his hands one at a time 


"because he didn't want to leave the rosary beads, and passed the Rosary from one 
hand to the other." 


February 6, 1954 9:00 PM, to father Carmelo: "I still have 2 rosaries to pray today. | 
said only 34 so far. Then | will go to bed." 


Padre Pio frequently skipped meals and ate very little 


Asking for a cup of espresso coffee: "It's Christmas, and | need to celebrate." 


Padre Pio joined always the friars for common meals, but he did not eat much. 


To fra Modestino:"The greatest favor that father superior could do to me, is to dispense 
me from eating." 
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A finger food bio of Padre Pio (bocconcini). 


Padre Pio child in Pietrelcina; Novice: Priest: 
Soldier; 


Padre Pio in San Giovanni Rotondo; 
Transverberation; Wounds; 


Restrictions; Home for the Relief of Suffering: 
Prayer Groups; 

New church Saint Mary of Graces; Confessions; 
Rosary; 


Restrictions; last years; death; Blessed: 
Saint. 


The Mass with Padre Pio; 


Padre Pio about himself and the Wounds 
humour, suffering, 

God, Jesus, life, virtues, devil and temptation, 
Guardian Angel, 

prayer, pray spiritual children; prodigies. 


The new church and the crypt were Padre Pio 
now rests. 
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Padre Pio and temptation, devil, confession; meditation, prayer, rosary 


Temptation 


"If you win a temptation, it has the same effect as in washing dirty 


laundry." 


"The more a soul is liked by God, the more will be proved." 


"Temptations belong to devil and hell, sufferings belong to God and 
Paradise." 


"The temptations come from the devil, the sufferings come from God." 


"Despise the temptation and embrace the tribulation." 


"Do not dwell on your temptations." 


"The thought doesn't make the sin, but consenting to the thoughts does 
it." 


"Only the free will is capable of good or evil." 


"Temptations against faith and purity are the merchendise offered by the 
enemy." 


"Don't voluntarily dwell on what the devil presents to you." 


"When tempted, say to God: "Have mercy on your poor weakling." 


"When the assault of the enemy increases, you are closer to God." 


"When the enemy roars around you, it shows that he is not in you." 


"The more a soul is pleasing to God, the more it must be tried." 


"Temptation is like the soap. It seems to soil but in reality cleans." 


"There is joy in the spiritual battles. Learn how to fight and you will be 
certain of victory." 


"If God lets you fall is to make you humble and more careful in the 
future." 


"The devil enters a soul only through one door: the will." 


"We must prepare for temptation if we want to approach God." 


Devil ‘Barbablu' ‘cosaccio' satana 


Padre Pio called the devil 'cosaccio' (whatsit) (plural cosacci). At times he 
had a real name ‘Barbablu’. 


"The devil is trying to snatch me from the arms of Jesus". 


"The devil wants me for himself at all costs". 


"What comes from Satan begins with calmness and ends in storm, 
indifference and apathy." 


"Do not let the infernal beast frighten you. God will fight it with you and 
for you.". 


"The devil is like a rabid dog tied to a chain; beyond the length of the 
chain he cannot seize anyone. 


And you: keep at a distance. If you approach too near, you let yourself 
be caught." 


"Satan reigns over the world." 


In Venafro a likely Padre Agostino entered Padre Pio's cell. 'l'm here to confess you’. 
Suspecting something fishy, he said: 


"Repeat after me Long Live Jesus". The devil screamed 'No!' and disappeared. 


Father Francesco was about to leave Padre Pio's cell. "Don't leave, otherwise the devils 
(cosacci) come." 


He left after awhile but while few steps away he heard a terrible noise, and came back. 
Padre Pio had been assaulted. 


Opening the letters from his spiritual director father Agostino at time they were all blank. 
He would put some holy water on them and the writing could be seen again. 


"Barbablu' made it invisible so that it couldn't be read." 


In 1964 Padre Pio was assaulted by the devil who gave him a terrible blow on the spine, 
and he fell, and had a black eye and swollen face. 


"If the devil makes noise it's a very good sign. What's terrifying is his 
peace." 


August 9, 1912, in a letter to Padre Agostino: 'Barbablu' prevents me 
from writing to you. Every time i try, i get 


a terrible headache, and the arm is paralyzed and i can't hold the pen in 
my hand." 


December 3, 1912, in a letter to Padre Agostino: "I received you letter on 
November 29. 


It only contained a blank page. It must have been the 'cosaccio'." 


In a letter to father Benedetto on June 3, 1919: 


"| don't have a free minute. All my time is spent in tearing my brothers 
from the clutches of satan." 


"The name of the devil is ‘i, | do, | can, I'm able to, I, I, |.' This is the 
devil." 


"lo, io faccio, io posso, io riesco. lo, io, io. Questo é il diavolo". 


"The human soul is the battlefield between God and Satan." 


Confessions 


Padre Pio spent most of his day from 8 to 5 hearing confessions. People 
would come to him from all over the world. 


He heard the confessions in the old church, even after the new church 
was built. 


For the women there was a confessional. The men confessed in the old 
sacristy. 


"It is a tremendous responsibility to sit in the tribunal of the 
confessional." 


"God runs after the most stubborn souls. They cost him too much 
to abandon them." 


After a day of confessions: "Oh the souls! if you knew how much 
they cost!" 


"The sight of so many souls ho wish to justify their evil ways pains me, 
exhausts my brain, and tears at my heart." 


"Before reproaching a soul, | suffer it first. But it is not | who act, but He 
who is in me and above me." 


"Sin to confession to sin without repentance is a deception of conscience; 
in essence a sacrilege." 


"Among you | am your brother, on the Altar | am your victim, in the 
confessional | am your judge." 


"Confession is the purification of the soul." 


"Confession should be made no later than every eight days." 


"Do not dwell on sins that have been already confessed. J esus has 
forgiven them." 


"Place a tombstone on the confessed sins, just as the Lord has done." 
"| want to help Jesus in the tremendous task of man's salvation". 


"The mercy of God, my son, is infinitely greater than your malice" 


"You have confessed and God forgave you. 


There is a stone over it and should never be removed." 


"Don't get discourage for the enormous debt contracted with the divine 
justice. 


Jesus belongs to everybody, but especially to the sinners." 


Sinners sent away by Padre Pio would either cry inconsolably or rebel 
angrily. 


"| suffer greatly when | have to deny absolution. 


But it is better to be reprimanded by a man on this earth than by God in 
the next world". 


"Go away. First put your life in order, and than return." 


When returned: "If you only Knew what you cost me." 
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"| refuse absolutions for certain sins, when one goes from confession to 
sin, and from sin to confession. 


That soul needs to place itself on the right road." 
"Jesus has consumed your sins with the fire of his love." 


"Jesus has forgiven your sins. The enemy will try to convince you of the 
contrary to give you discomfort and desperation." 


The past doesn't count for the lord anymore. What counts is the present, 
and the willingness to repair." 


"A good scrubbing is what you need, but you have to have 
the will to be clean. " 


Meditation 


"Meditation, like a tireless bee, transforms the pollen of flowers into 
nectar of life." 


'To imitate Jesus we must meditate daily on our model." 


"Meditation is like a mirror: it helps us discover and correct our defects." 


In a letter to Annita Rodote, about meditation: 


" Put yourself in the presence of God. 


Remember that God is really present with the celestial court, inside you 
soul. 


Than you start your prayers and meditations, holding the palm of the 
hand to the front, or both hands to the front. 


All that must be done without affectation." 


"Topics of you meditation should be the life, passion and death of J esus. 
His, birth, life in Egypt 


and Nazareth up to hid thirties. 


The humility of the baptism by John, his public life, his extremely painful 
passion and death, the institution of 


the Eucharist the night when men were preparing for him the most 
atrocious torments. 


You can meditate J esus in the garden, sweating blood seeing the 
torments that 


men were preparing for him, and the ingratitude of men who would not 
take advantage of his merits, 


Jesus dragged and beaten in the tribunals, scourged and crowned with 
torns, the trip to the Calvary carrying the cross, his crucifixion, 


and finally his death on the cross in a sea of anguishes at the sight of his 
sorrowful other." 


In a letter to Maria Gargani, also about meditation: 


"First prepare the topic of your meditation. You don't need a book for 
that. 


Every truth in our religion can be topic for meditation. 


Usually the life, passion and death of Jesus should be meditated. Ask God 
for the grace to meditate well, so that it can be fruitful, 


than recommend yourself to the Holy Virgin and all the celestial court that 
may help you 


meditate well and keep away every distraction or temptation. 


Done that, start the meditation going over the subject in every detail. 


After that one needs to make resolutions. Consider defects that are the 
cause of many ore defects and sins. 


Resolve to work on a virtue, and only stop when you have conquered it. 


Finally ask God for the graces and helps that you feel the need for. 
Recommend to God all the human beings in general and in particular. 


Pray for the reestablishment of the kingdom of God, the propagation of 
faith, the exaltation and triumph of our holy other the Church. 


Pray for the living an the dead, the infidels e the heretics, and for the 
conversion of sinners. 


After all that offer your meditation and prayer, with the offering of all of 
yourself, and of all the persons you care for, 


through the hands of the holy Mary, the Guardian Angel, St. Joseph, etc. 


Lastly, examine briefly how you did your meditation, and ask for 
forgiveness if it has been defective. 


Meditate at least twice a day. No less than half hour each time. Possibly in 
the morning, to prepare for the fight, 


and at night to purify the soul from any earthly attachment that happened 
during the day." 


Prayer 
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"I pray constantly". 


"I'm only a poor friar who prays" 


"| want to Save souls by continuous prayer." 


"| will never tire of praying to Jesus." 
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"All that you ask in prayer with faith, you will receive." 


"Prayer must be persistent. Persistence denotes faith." 


"Prayers will never be wasted." 


"The only way to gain salvation is through prayer." 


"Pray, pray a great deal. Always pray, without tiring." 


"Prayes is the effusion of our heart in the heart of Go." 


"Prayer is the key that opens the heart of God." 


"Our Lord wishes that we ask, in order to obtain graces." 


"Seek, ask, and knock, in order to find, receive, and to be opened to 
you." 


“Even though the Lord is in us, He still wants us to ask for what we 
desire." 


"Prayer is the best weapon we possess." 


"In praying, our heart needs to stay open towards heaven, and wait for 
the heavenly dew to come." 


"Let's stay in the presence of God to honor and praise him. We don't need 
to talk, and he doesn't either." 


"Just staying humbly in His presence is an excellent sign of perfection." 


"When we are in the presence of God, let's just be happy to stay there, 
not being concerned about anything else." 


Rosary 


Padre Pio used to carry a Rosary in his hands and would pray it many 
times a day. 


"Pray the rosary frequently. It costs so little, and it's worth so much!" 


"We can't live without the Rosary." 


"Say the rosary, and pray it every day." 


To father Onorato Marcucci, grabbing the Rosary that he had put few 
seconds on the nightstand: "With this, one wins the battles." 


To Lucia Merlinda: "After the Glory, say: Jesus, | love you, and | repent 
for offending You." 


About the repetitiveness of the Rosary: "Pay attention to the mysteries. 
They change at every decade." 


To Enedina Mori: "When you get tired reciting the Rosary, rest a bit, and 
then restar again." 


"The Rosary is the weapon of defense and salvation." 


"The Rosary is the weapon given us by Mary to use against against the 
tricks of the infernal enemy." 


‘Mary has recommended the Rosary at Lourdes and Fatima because of it's 
exceptional value for us and our times." 


"The rosary is the prayer of the Madonna, the one that triumphs on 
everything and everybody." 


"Always recite the rosary and recite it as often as possible." 


"Mary is present in every mystery of the rosary." 


"Satan always tries to destroy the rosary, but he will never succeed." 


"Mary has taught us the rosary just as Jesus taught us the Our Father". 


"| always pray for the sick. Every day | say a holy Rosary for them." 


To Lucietta Pennelli, one day at about noon: "Today | have already said 16 complete 
Rosaries." 


To Lucia Pennelli one morning around 7:00 AM: "How many rosaries did you Say so far 
today?" 'Two". "I already said seven." 


Answering to father Michelangelo: "Today i said 32 or 33 rosaries. Maybe 
1 or 2 more." 


Answering to father Mariano: "About 30. Maybe some more, but not less." 


‘How do you do it? "What is the night for?" 


Answering a question: "Some days | say 40 Rosaries, some other days 50." 


How do | do it? How do you manage not so say any?" 


Father Marcellino testified that he had to help Padre Pio wash his hands one at a time 


"because he didn't want to leave the rosary beads, and passed the Rosary from one 
hand to the other." 


February 6, 1954 9:00 PM, to father Carmelo: "I still have 2 rosaries to pray today. | 
said only 34 so far. Then | will go to bed." 
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Meeting Padre Pio 


Padre Pio was helped by the friars when he went from his cell to the 
confessional or to the sacristy to prepare for Mass. 


People were allowed to line up in the halls to have a chance to talk to him 
when he passed, and get his blessing. 


Children, soldiers, dignitaries, people from all walks of file had a chance to 
meet Padre Pio. 


These encounters were extremely emotional, full of intense spirituality, 
life changing, rich in prophecy, healing, and soul reading. 


Padre Pio also celebrated occasionally Baptisms, First Communions, 
Weddings, and blessed new cars. 


People meeting Padre Pio in the halls: 


getting letters from the faithful 


Padre Pio listening to a painful story 


7 


my 
\ 


BR 
¥ 


Another sad story 


Listening intensely 


Italian President Antonio Segni 
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Padre Pio meeting some faithful. Fra Giovanni, Padre Damiano and Padre 
Alessio are present. 


Military visitors 


During World War Il many American and Allied soldiers visited Padre Pio. 


Children 


"| wholeheartedly bless the work of catechizing children, the little flowers 
of Jesus." 


Padre Pio performing a Baptism 
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Padre Pio visiting the school in San Giovanni Rotondo 
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Padre Pio taking care of a sick child 


Padre Pio confessing a child 


Sometimes Padre Pio administers the First Communion: 


Padre Pio signed the certificates: P. Pio Capp. (Padre Pio Cappuccino) 


Padre Pio celebrating Matrimonies: 


Padre Pio blessing new cars 


Spiritual children 


Raffaelina Cerase from Foggia. In 1914 started exchange of numerous 
letters with Padre Pio for spiritual direction. 


In 1915 she became gravely ill and asked if Padre Pio could come to 
Foggia to confess her. 


At that time Padre Pio was at home in Pietrelcina in convalescent leave. 


He was solicited to come to Foggia by father Agostino and father 
Benedetto. 


He was in Foggia on February 17, 1916 and stayed at the capuchin 
convent of St. Ann. 


Raffaelina Cerase was visited daily by Padre Pio from February 17, 1916, 
until the day of her death on March 25, 1916. 


Giuseppina Morgera, from Casamicciola (Naples), met Padre Pio in 1915 
while he was in Naples for the military service. 


Excanged numerous letters with Padre Pio. "She doesn't walk, but flies on 
the road of divine love." 


Antonietta Vona was introduced to Padre Pio by Giuseppina Morgera in 
1917 while he was in Naples for military service. 


Exchanges letters with him for spiritual guidance. 


1916: First group of spiritual daughters in San Giovanni Rotondo 


Rachelina Russo and her niece Rachelina Gisolfi who had met him earlier 
in the year 1916 in Foggia, 


asked Padre Pio to meet with some devout souls of the town of San 
Giovanni Rotondo. 


At first he rejected the idea, than after much insistence, he agreed. 


Nina Campanile in her diary 'Memories of Padre Pio' (Memorie sul Padre 
Pio) described: In 1916 'The first group of souls 


around Padre Pio from the first moment he came to the convent were: 
Rachelina Russo and her nieces, 


the sisters Vittorina, Elena, and Filomena Ventrella, the sisters Giovanna 
Lucia Fiorentino, 


Maria Ricciardi, sister of father Ambrogio, Maddalena Cascavilla. 


‘On October 5, 1916, after Padre Pio had returned definitely in 
September, the group was joined by me Nina Campanile 


and my sister Lucietta. Few month later joined the sisters Maria 
Antonietta Pompilio and Filomena Fini.' 


The group used to meet in the guest area of the convent every Thursday 
and Sunday. 


Nina Campanile in her diary: ' He explained that the principal means of 
Christian perfection are: the choice of a saint and learned director, 


frequentation of sacraments, meditation, spiritual readings.’ 'He used to 
say: 'the sacred argumentations need always to be 


sustained by sacred examples.' 'He wanted that we meditate twice a day, 
morning and evening.’ 


'He insisted a lot on daily meditation "Even with the face on the ground, 
like Jesus did in Gethsemane." 


"It is important to meditate, even if there is no emotion involved." 


In 1916 Antonietta Pompilo asked Padre Pio how to meditate. He started 
talking about the agony in the Gethsemane, an than he went in ecstasy. 


For about an hour he stayed with the eyes closed, without moving. Than 
he returned normal and said: "God be blessed. Let's continue." 


Assunta Di Tomaso from Casacalenda (Campobasso), Became spiritual 
child of Padre Pio on September 24,1916, and received several 


letters from Padre Pio for spiritual direction. After the death of her parents 
moved to San Giovanni Rotondo. 


Margherita Tresca started spiritual direction with Padre Pio on December 
20, 1917. Received letters for 4 years. 


Cleonice Morcaldi. Met Padre Pio in 1920. Got revealing answers through 
verbal contacts and 


exchanges of short notes about the supernatural mystical aspect of Padre 
Pio. 


Mary Pyle 


Mary Pyle born 1888 in Morristown, NJ, died April 26, 1968. Assistant and 
interpreter to Maria Montessori, traveled extensively with her. 


Met Padre Pio on October 4, 1923, Padre Pio: "My daughter, do not travel 
anymore. Stay here." 


Built a house near the convent. Opened the letters: He knew the contents 
of each letter before it was opened.’ 


Generous with the pilgrims, the poor, and the friars, she financed the 
church of the Holy Family, a convent and a seminary for the Capuchin 
students 


in Pietrelcina, became a member of the Third Order of Saint Francis, went 
daily to Padre Pio's Mass, daily Communion, weekly confession. 


She took care in her home of the aging Padre Pio's parents until they 
died. 


Mary Pyle with Padre Pio's father and sister. 


Below, with Padre Pio's father and his relatives 


: 
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Mary Pyle is the only spiritual child of Padre Pio featured in the mosaics of 
the Crypt. 


She, with Our Lady of Grace, greets Padre Pio at the entrance to Paradise. 
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| will take my place at the gate to 


"| have made a pact with the Lord: 


paradise, 


but | shall not enter until | have seen the last of my spiritual children 


enter." 


Padre Pio conversing with Mary Pyle, one of his spiritual daughters 
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Padre Pio meeting with spiritual daughters 


"| accept you as spiritual child; and don't make me lose face." 


Padre Pio with Carlo Campanini 


I see all my children who come to the altar, as if in a mirror. 


"When the Lord entrusts a soul to me, | place it on my shoulder 
and never let it go." 


| love my Spiritual Children as much as my own soul and even more. 


"Once | take a soul on, | alSo take on their entire family 


as my Spiritual children." 


"If one of my spiritual children ever goes astray, 


| shall leave my flock and seek him out." 


Tenor Beniamino Gigli sings "Mamma" for Padre Pio 


"I tell Mary: Here are the children of your Son." 


Vittorina Ventrella had a vision one night of a dazzling Padre Pio in 
heaven, with innumerable rays of light emanating from him. 


The rays were formed by myriads of white and red roses. The morning 
after went to Padre Pio for an explanation. 


"Oh! you came to ask me about what you saw last night. The rays are the 
prayer groups; 


the white roses are the souls who live in grace; 


the red rosed are the souls who carry the cross with me." 


Interpreted as if after his death, all those who entered the prayer groups 
would become his spiritual children. 


"Woe to those who lay a hand on my Spiritual children." 


"To my Spiritual Children: my prayers for you will never be lacking" 


Some Spiritual sons of Padre Pio 


Giacomo Gaglione. Met Padre Pio in 1919. Paralized for more than fifty 
years. Padre Pio said of him: "With Jesus on the Cross, with Jesus in 
Paradise." 


Dr. Giorgio Festa. Investigated Padre Pio in 1919 and 1920. "This is an 
extraordinary phenomenon that science can't explain." 


Morcaldi Francesco. Met Padre Pio in 1919. Mayor of San Giovanni 
rotondo for many years. 


Emanuele Brunatto. 1920. Lived in the convent from 1920 to 1925. 
Defended Padre Pio in writing. 


Attorney and journalist Cesare Festa. 1921. Padre Pio wrote in a letter to 
him: "Never blush of Christ and his doctrine". 


Guglielmo Sanguinetti. 1936. "You will work for me." He built the Casa 
Sollievo. 


Carlo Campanini. 1939. Actor and comedian. Daily Mass and Rosary. 


Enrico Medi. 1941. Scientist phisicist. 'Padre Pio for 27 years has guided 
my life with infinite wisdom. ' 


Angelo Battisti. 1941. Administrator of Casa Sollievo. "Work, and | will 
take care of the rest." 


Gerardo De Caro. 1943. Politician. "This is my Representative. You'd 
better keep your hands off him." 


Beniamino Gigli. 1946. Tenor opera singer. "Young man. Change your 
shirt." And those words changed his life. 


Dr. Giuseppe Sala. 1955. Personal physician of Padre Pio, and medical 
chief of Casa Sollievo. 


La Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza. "The Home for the Relief of Suffering " 


"The good Lord gave me an earthly mission: the creation of a clinic for 


the poor of soul and body. 


The clinic will rise beautiful and large." 


Padre Pio had founded and inaugurated in 1925 a small "Hospital of Saint 
Francis" near the convent in San Giovanni Rotondo. 


It was humble, but satisfied "in an outstanding way the most urgent 
needs". Treatment was free for the poor. 


In 1938 an earthquake leveled the Hospital of St. Francis. 


In 1940 Padre Pio started thinking of a new hospital. 


The evening of January 9, 1940 the Home for the relief of suffering was 
born. 

A tiny committee formed by dr. Kiswarday, secretary, (who wrote the 
minutes), dr. Sanguinetti, medical tachnician, dr. Sanvico secretary, 


miss Seits, director of internal organization, Padre Pio, founder, got 
immediately into action. 


From the minutes: "It is agreed that everything undertaken must be 
subject to Padre Pio's advice." 


"Here will stand one of the largest centers for the cure of the human 
ailments." 


Padre Pio got from a pocket a small gold coin which had been given to 
him and said: 


"| want to be the first to make an offering for the Home for the Relief of 
Suffering." 


May 19, 1947 laying of the first stone, and steady work begins for the 


construction of the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza 


May 5, 1956 grand opening of the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza Home 


for the relief of Suffering. 


“when it is done well, prayer moves the divine heart, and solicits answers 


more and more" 


"Never grow weary of praying. This is essential. 


Prayer penetrates the heart of God and obtains the graces 


needed... 


Without prayer, our Home for the Relief of Suffering is somewhat 


like a plant without air and sun." 


Gruppi di Preghiera. "Prayer Groups". 


On March 13 1943 Pius XI1: In the fight between good and evil we 
suggest to form groups of faithful who will fully and openly live Christian 
lives. 

Groups of people who pray together. No particular rules or new prayers; 
just a reunion at least once a month in a church, 

with the approval of the local bishop and the assistance of a priest. 
Padre Pio: "Let's roll up our sleeves and immediately answer this appeal 


sent out by the Roman Pontiff." 


The first list of officially established Prayer Groups was drawn up in 1950. 


Padre Pio formulated a precise and clear image of what the Prayer Groups 
were to be and how they were to fulfill their mission. 

The Invitation to Prayer, from the August 1950 edition of the Casa 
Sollievo della Sofferenza states: 

The Prayer Groups will live their Christian life fully and openly according 


to the wishes of His Holiness if they are first groups of the faithful who 
pray together. 


At the Second International Congress of the Prayer Groups, gathered at 


the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza on May 5, 1966, 


Padre Pio spoke to the Congress and called attention to their growth and 
work: 

"It is prayer, this united power of all good souls, that moves the world, 
that renews the consciences, 


that supports the “Casa”, that comforts the suffering, that heals the sick, 
that sanctifies labor, 


that elevates health care, that gives moral strength and Christian 
resignation to human suffering, 


that spreads the smile and blessing of God on the fainthearted and the 
weak" 


"Pray much, my children, pray always without ever growing tired...we 
entrust this work to God." 


"Praying is the pouring of our heart into the heart of God" 


The Prayer Groups are mentioned for the first time in the J une 1950 issue 


of the "Bollettino della Casa Sollievo della Ssofferenza" 


(see a random issue below) 
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Prayer Groups 


"Let us pray together" 


"Community prayer is a powerful weapon in the hands of the Church and 
the faithful." 


"If more souls unite together in prayer, they form a formidable power." 


"In the Groups, when my children unite together in prayer, Jesus will be 
in the midst of them; 


there will also be the Mother of J esus; 


| will also be present in spirit and united in prayer." 


"Pray every evening with you family; recit the rosary; once a week ora 
month gather together 


to recite the rosary, assist at Mass, listen to a sermon, receive the 
Communion, 


keep Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament company for an hour." 
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A finger food bio of Padre Pio (bocconcini). 
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Padre Pio in San Giovanni Rotondo; 
Transverberation; Wounds; 
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Restrictions; Home for the Relief of Suffering: 
Prayer Groups; 

New church Saint Mary of Graces; Confessions; 
Rosary; 


Restrictions; last years; death; Blessed: 
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Padre Pio about himself and the Wounds 


humour, suffering, 

God, Jesus, life, virtues, devil and temptation, 
Guardian Angel, 

prayer, pray Spiritual children; prodigies. 


The new church and the crypt were Padre Pio 
now rests. 
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San Giovanni Rotondo: Restrictions. Last years. Death. Blessed. Saint. 


1958 


On July 30, 1958 a decree from Sant'Uffizio Holy Office published on the 
Osservatore Romano put eight publication about Padre Pio in the Index of 


forbidden books. 


John XXIII was elected Pope on October 28 1958 


1959 


April 24,1959, the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima visited Italy, 
starting from Naples. The same day Padre Pio became very ill. 


Had broncopneumonia. Couldn't celebrate Mass. July 1-3 was recovered 
inpatient at Casa Sollievo. The illness continued. 


On August 5 the Statue of Fatima came to the Convent. On August 6 the 
Statue was just leaving in helicopter. 


Padre Pio; "Madonna, my Mother, | have been sick since you came to 
Italy; and now you are leaving, and leaving me sick." 


Padre Pio: "I felt a chill in the bones." "I'm feeling well." "I am healed! 
Our Lady has healed me!" 


Later he said: "The Madonna came here, to heal Padre Pio." August 10 he 
resumed Mass, and the 21 resumed confessions. 


1960 


On May 9, 1960 started the tape recording of Padre Pio's conversations, 
including confessions, by disposition in the Curia Generalizia in Rome. 


Padre Pio discovered a microphone is his cell after few days, and cut the 
wire. 


Padre Pio asked the Archbishop of Manfredonia to come: "See what my 
fellow monks hare doing to me?" 
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On July 30, 1960 Mons. Maccari came to San Giovanni Rotondo as 
Apostolic Visitator (inspector sent by the Holy See), 


by disposition of Pope John XXIII who had been elected on October 28, 
1958, 


to conduct investigation of Padre Pio and his ministry. Mons. Maccari left 
on September 17. He stopped the recordings. 


July 5, 1962 L'Osservatore Romano" writes about "some newspapers 
reporting that microphones have been placed in the 


confessional of Padre Pio." And called the reports "scandalous, false, and 
slanderous". 


Material from the recordings was used to prepare a lengthy dossier of 
accusations against Padre Pio. 


August 10, 1960 Padre Pio celebrated 50 years of priesthood. 


Mons. Montini, Archbishop of Milan congratulated Padre Pio for being 
"Gratified by so many gifts and so much fruitfulness." 


To people congratulating him for the 50th anniversary, Padre Pio: "Fifty 
years of unworthiness." 


October 4, 1960 Padre Pio signed a will declaring his heir a juridical 
entity that the Holy See was to constitute after his death. 


18 November 1960 he also signed a document that his 200.000 shares of 
Casa Sollievo would go to |OR (Vatican). 


1961 


In April 24, 1961, a letter from Monsignor Parente, member of Sant'Uffizio 


orders: 


" Padre Pio has to celebrate Mass in half hour, or at most in 40 minutes, 


and he can't say Mass every day at the same time". 


Padre Pio: "To obey to the superiors is obeying to God." 


November 19, 1961, Padre Pio signs a letter upon request by Cardinal 


Cicognani Secretary of State in which he 


transfers the property of the House for the Relief of Suffering (Casa 


Sollievo della Sofferenza) to the Holy See. 


1962 


In 1962, 83.035 women and 19.837 men registered for confession with 


Padre Pio. An average of about 273 per day. 


At that time Padre Pio confessed between 8 and 12 hours per day. 


End of 1962. Padre Pio was authorized to substitute the reading of the 


Breviary with the praying of the Rosary. 


1963 


In October 1962, before the beginning of the first session of the 


Ecumenical Council, 


50 bishops and archbishops and thousands of priests visited Padre Pio. 


Pope John XXIII dies on June 3, 1963. Paulus VI elected on June 21. 


1964 


Padre Pio on January 1964: "I'd like to be considered like any other 
capuchin friar." 


February 19, 1964 Padre Clemente da Milwaukees, Superior General 
implements an order by Cardinal Ottaviani that: 


." Padre Pio exercise his priestly ministry in full freedom." 


he 


On May 11, 1964 Padre Pio signed a document nominating the Holy See 
legatee and devisee of all his remaining belongings. 


December 14, 1964 Padre Pio signed a statement prepared by Cardinal 
Ottaviani at the Sant'Ufficio: 


"... | declare that | have full freedom in my ministry, and that | don't 
have neither enemies nor persecutors." 


." | find in the superior of my Order and in the authority of the Church 
comprehension, comfort, and protection." 


1965 
On March 9 1965 Cardinal Bacci was sent by Pope Paul VI to present the 


Indult (special permission given personally by the Pope) that Padre Pio 
could continue to say the Mass the old way: 


Padre Pio thanked Cardinal Bacci, and than said:" The Council. For pitye's 
sake, end it in a hurry." 


March 19 1965:" It's time that the Lord calls me to go with him." 


1967 


On October 14, 1967 he told to his niece Pia Forgione Pennelli: ." In two 
years | wont be here any longer, because | will be dead." 


In 1967 Padre Pio confessed about 15.000 women and 10.000 men. An 
average of 70 people per day. 


1968 


From a letter sent by Padre Pio on September 12, 1968 to the Pope Paul 
Vi: 


"| offer to you my prayers and my daily suffering, so that the Lord 
comfort you with his grace, 


to continue defending the eternal truth that never changes with the times 
change. 


| thank you for the clear words in the "Humanae Vitae" (The encyclical 
letter 'Of human life’) 


and confirm my faiths and my unconditional obedience." 


The wounds disappeared on September 20, 1968 on the fiftieth 
anniversary of they appearance." 


On September 22, 1968 Padre Pio celebrated his last Mass. The wounds 
has disappeared. 


The wounds had disappeared on September 20, 1968 on the fiftieth 
anniversary of they appearance." 


After last Mass, looking at the crowds in church: "oh my children! Dear 
my children." 


On September 23, at 2:30 AM Padre Pio, holding the Rosary, whispered: 
"Jesus Mary, Jesus Mary." and than he died. 


It is finished. Jo.19,30 


"My true mission will begin after my death." 


"When | am in heaven | will be able to do much more". 


The Capuchin Friars 


Padre Pio over the years received immense help from his confreres. From 
guiding him with spiritual direction to consoling him through the dark 
nights of restriction, 


witnessing the ecstases and the assaults of the devils. They held him as a 
model of Christian and Franciscan virtue, they learned from him 


how to get and stay close to God. They took with him the fascinating 
journey of a unique life filled with supernatural intensity. 


We are very grateful for what they did. 


PADRE BENEDETTO DA SAN MARCO IN LAMIS 


Padre Damaso 
Padre Agostino Padre Benedetto 


Friar Camillo, in his rounds of quest for alms, inspired the preschooler 
Francesco with his beard and the stories about St. Francis. 


Padre Damaso da Sant'Elia a Pianisi, Padre Agostino, Padre Evangelista, 
and Padre Benedetto all three from San Marco in Lamis, Padre Pio da 
Fragneto |'Abate, 


helped Padre Pio through the formative years, witnessing extraordinary 
phenomena and testifying about them. 
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Padre Paolino Padre 
Lorenzo Padre Ignazio Padre Bernardo Padre Tommaso 
Padre Luigi 


Padre Pio and Padre Clemente da Postiglione 


Padre Nazareno 
Padre Pietro Padre Raffaele Padre Clemente da Postiglione 


Padre Nazareno da Arpaise , Padre Paolino da Casacalenda, Padre Lorenzo 
da San Marco in Lamis, Padre Ignazio da lelsi, 


Padre Bernardo d’Alpicella, Padre Tommaso da Monte Sant'Angelo , Padre 
Raffaele da Sant’ Elia a Pianisi, Padre Luigi D'Avellino, Padre Pietro da 
Ischitella, 


Padre Clemente da Postiglione, were besides the young priest and 
capuchin friar Padre Pio, encouraging him throuth the times of the 
Wounds and of the restrictions. 


Padre 
Ferdinando Padre Teofilo Padre Emilio Padre Amedeo 


ri 


Padre Rosario 
Padre Clemente Padre Torquato Padre Carmelo da San Giovanni 
in Galdo 


Padre Carmelo da Sessano 


Padre Ferdinando da San Marco in Lamis, Padre Carmelo da Sessano, 
Padre Teofilo dal Pozzo, Padre Emilio da Matrice, Padre Amedeo da San 
Giovanni Rotondo , 


Padre Rosario da Aliminusa, Padre Clemente da Santa Maria in Punta, 
Padre Torquato da Lecore , Padre Carmelo da San Giovanni in Galdo, were 
superiors or co-friars of 


Padre Pio through the fifties and the restrictions of the sixties. They 
poured on him fraternal love and unconditional support. 
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Padre Onorato, 
back Padre Alessio Parente 
Padre Adriano 


Padre Pio helped by Fra' 
Giovanni Fra Modestino da Pietrelcina 


Father Joseph Martin accompanies 
Padre Pio Padre Onorato Padre Pio and Fra' 
Giovanni 
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Fra Giovanni Padre Pio and Padre 
Eusebio Notte 


Padre Mariano kneeling, 
center Fra Giovanni, kneeling, left Padre Carmelo 
da Sessano 


In the last years of his life Padre Pio needed help in many of his daily 
activities, and the friars provided it in any possible way, 


helping him walk on wounded feet, protecting him from rowdy crowds, 
standing besides him at the altar, organizing the confessions, 


while learning from him the love for God and the neighbor. They also 
shared with him a good lough. 


Thank you capuchin friars. 


Resting place 
Padre Pio's body was placed in the crypt of Saint Mary of Graces. 
He had expessed a whish that couldn't be fulfilled: 


"When | die | wish to be buried underground, because | am a worm, a 
great sinner." 


He accomplished a total fusion with the Divinity, like it has never 
happened before. 


Summary: 


God introduces himself to the world: 


"Lam; | am that | am; | am Alpha and Omega" 


Jesus introduces himself to the world: 


"Il am before Abraham was, | am one with the Father, | am the light of 
the world, | am the living bread, 


| am the good shepherd, | am the resurrection and the life, | am the way, 


| am the truth, | am the life, | am the vine, | am with you always, | am 
holy, | am. 


Jesus makes an invitation to the world: 


If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself, take up his 
cross daily, and follow me. Lc. 9,23 


Whoever loves me, | will love him and reveal myself to him. Jo. 14,23 


Padre Pio to J esus: 


"Jesus, let me suffer, and let me die from suffering. | desire nothing else 
than to love You" 


Jesus to Padre Pio: 


The mystery of the kingdom of God has been granted to you. Mc. 4,11 


| chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit. Jo.15,16 


Be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect. Mt. 5,48 


Padre Pio and J esus: 


| have been crucified with Christ. | no longer live. Christ lives in 
me. Gal.2:19 


Padre Pio, with Paul, to us: 


"| rejoice in my suffering for your sake. In my own body | am filling up 
what is lacking in 


the afflictions of Christ on behalf of the Church." Col.1,24 


In 2008-10 Padre Pio's body was exhumed, displayed, and placed in the 
new golden crypt. 


On February 28, 2008 the monolitic block of green marble was removed. 


On March 2, 2008 archbishop Mons. D'Ambrosio controlled the integrity of 
the seals put on Septeber 26, 1968, and broke and removed them. 


Than the triple casket (metal wood and zync) was opened. Saint Pio was 
exhumed 40 years after his death. 


On April 24, 2008 the body was put on display at the Shrine of Holy Mary 
of Grace. 


800,000 pilgrims worldwide made reservations to view the body but only 
7,200 people a day were able to file past the crystal coffin. 


Officials extended the display through September, 2009. 


On June 21, 2009 pope Benedict XVI visited the shrine and blessed the 
new church with the golden crypt. 


On September 24, 2009 at the closing of the public viewing, Padre 
Pio's body was enclosed in a silver casket-reliquary. 


On April 19, 2010, Padre Pio's body was moved to the golden mosaic 
crypt of the new San Padre Pio church, built by architect Renzo 
Piano. 


This new crypt of outstanding mosaics can only be described by 'seeing 
it.’ Picture are included on next pages. 


Exhumation 


Visit of Benedict XVI 


display 


Transfer from St. Mary of Graces to the new church of Saint Pio 


In the new golden crypt 
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A finger food bio of Padre Pio (bocconcini). 


Padre Pio child in Pietrelcina; Novice: Priest: 
Soldier; 


Padre Pio in San Giovanni Rotondo; 
Transverberation; Wounds; 


Restrictions; Home for the Relief of Suffering: 
Prayer Groups; 

New church Saint Mary of Graces; Confessions; 
Rosary; 


Restrictions; last years; death; Blessed; 
Saint. 


The Mass with Padre Pio: ™ 


Padre Pio about himself and the Wounds 
humour, suffering, 

God, Jesus, life, virtues, devil and temptation, 
Guardian Angel, 

prayer, pray spiritual children; prodigies. 


The new church and the crypt were Padre Pio 
— now rests. 
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